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OUTLOOK  FOR 
IRRIGATION  WArjiR  SUPPLY 
June  1^  1950 


•ji-      ii-      -X-  -:<-         -Vi-  -K  */c  -ir  -K'  ■J'r  -if  -jf  -x-         ^      -jj-  -x-      ^  -Jc-  •ic-  -j;-  ^5- 

■Jc-  3now  survey  measurements  mde  cn  or  about  the  first  of  June  at  key  ^ 

stations  on  the  Columbia  River  Basin  indicate  that  most  of  the  low  * 
•55-  elevation  snow  has  disappeared  and  some  melting  has  occurred  at  -k- 
^-  high  elevation  aourses*    However,  melting  has  been  retarded  by  fre-  ■«■ 
^-  quent  cold  v^sather  periods »    The  lack  of  appreciable  rainfall  has 
^  lessened  the  high  peai^  flow  which  expressed  itself  on  April  and  ^ 

May  firs  to 

•M-  ^ 

^  The  snow  melt  season  this  year  has  progressed  very  similar  to  last  ^ 
season  and^  with  a  continued  alternation  of  wana  and  cold  spells,  ^ 
^  it  is  anticipated  that  the  abnormally  large  snow  pack  will  leave  * 
^  the  mountains  vitnout  disastrous  effects  on  high  stream  flow  peaks.  * 
•M-  "A-      -Ji-  ^-  -X-  •};-  -X-  -Jr  -X-  -X-  -J'r      -Jr  ^-  ^-  -);-  -)<-  -X-  -X-  -JS-      -K-  -x-  -jc-  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  -;^      -Jr  -x-  -jj-  * 

During  the  past  15  days  tnere  has  been  an  average  loss  of  about  10  inches  of  water 
from  i:ne  snow  pack  over  tne  entire  Basin,  more  or  less  depending  upon  the  particu- 
lar aspect  and  elevation  of  the  sampling  snow  course.    Comparing  the  June  first  snow 
water  equivalents  with  April  first  averages  presents  an  interesting  situation  when 
we  reajjLze  that  two  months  after  April  first,  there  still  exists  above  average 
water  supply. 

At  Baree  Mountain,  for  example,  tne  April  first  average  is  3^  inches  and  on  the 
first  of  June  there  was  5^  incnes  of  water  in  the  snow»    Similar  comparisons  can 
be  made  over  the  Basin  without  tne  extreme  of  a  plus  20  inches •    At  the  North  Fork 
Jocko  course,  the  April  first  average  is  40  inches  and  June  first  measure 'oents  show 
44  inches. 

Reservoir  storage  has  generally  iinproved  and  satisfactory  supplies  for  irrigation 
would  appear  to  be  assured. 
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